Key Clicks

An organization of radio amateurs that provides the best experience of radio around!

The Official Newsletter of the Lancaster Amateur Radio Club Inc. W2SO

June 2011

President’s Message
Joe gives us an update
on the clubhouse
improvements, and
some events that he has
in store.

Showdown

Page 1 A HF competition is

brewing at the club. Where

will you be?

Page 3

A real V antenna
Page 5

May Bash QRM
A bit of noise from the

club, about the club.

Directory

Page 12
A little bit about the party
everyone’s been talking

about. Page 7

Page 4

President’s Message

Hello fellow club members. If
you weren't at the May Bash, all | can say
is, you missed one heck of a Bash.

We had a lot of fun, and we were also
able to erect a beam antenna with rotor.
We now have 3 HF antennas working at
the clubhouse. One Long wire, One
Vertical and one Beam, along with three,
count them 3, HF radios.

Work is also progressing with the
addition / break room. A couple of more
work sessions and we should be able to
move in. | will be scheduling a couple
during the month on June. If you’re free
please come out and lend a hand.
Remember, it's your clubhouse too. The
more help we get the sooner we can move
in.

Up next for June will be Field
Day, one of the best times of year in my
book. This year during FD we will be

_ club event that will have members

* leaving the clubhouse in their cars as
teams (2 to a car), and will follow a set of
directions that you will use in order to
navigate a course for points. This will be
% a time, millage and challenge event.
Awards will be given out for First,
& Second and Third Place winners.

® As time draws near there will be more
information about this. 1 just wanted to
get you thinking about it and maybe
looking for a partner in case your
interested in doing it.
trying a couple of new things. This year,
we are changing the location of the club
setup and we will also be giving out
awards to various operators who come
out and lend a hand on the radios. Be
sure to check out the club's website
under club news for information about
this exciting club event.

That will wrap it up for this
month, | hope to see everyone out for the
membership meetings and Thursdays at
the clubhouse, as well as Field Day.

Until we meet again,

73 Joe WV2NY
One new event that will be
coming up in September this year will be
a Road Rally. Basically what this is, is a
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Announcements and Gomg—Ons

As the PREMIER amateur radio club in Western New York, we boast our very own
CLUBHOUESE, open EVERY Thursday evening, with MANY activities, and the
BEST company around...

Hamfest, Hamfest, Hamfest

Participate

Join Us

Traveling this Summer?

The Net

Hams came from all over
Western New York, Southern
Ontario, and Northern
Pennsylvania to catch the
bargains and a cup of coffee
with old-time friends at our
hamfests held at the Ismailia
Shrine Center in West Seneca.

Look for our unique tailgate
hamfest coming up later this
year.

W2SO club members always

are participating in some
thing Ham. Be it a contest, a
conference, a community
service event, a camping trip -
you name it, and we’ve done
it.

Looking to join? Contact Don
Czapla, KC2IUO. The
Lancaster Amateur Radio
Club offers three types of
membership: Regular ($30),
Student ($15), and Just
Licensed (FREE). Dues are
payable online using PayPal
or the good old fashioned
way. Check out the website
for more details.

Many of you will be traveling
on family vacations this
summer. While you are away
you can listen to the club’s
repeater via a scanner feed
online. Just check out
http:/ /larc. hamgate.net for
the live feed.

If you travel somewhere that

there is an IRLP node, dial up

4908 and talk to us here back
in Western New York.

If you take your HF rig, send
a note out on the reflector.
We'll hit you up on the air.

Kevin, KO9KVN, or Dave,
N2BND, can be heard every
Monday evening at 7:30 PM
hosting the club’s net on the
repeater system. Check-ins

are always welcome and

needed.

Please check-in for club
announcements, trivia, a few
good laughs, and weekly
discussions on different
topics.

Sometimes, following the
main net, a simplex net will

be held on 146.400 MHz to see

who can hear whom. Please
check-in to the net and let

these men know that you are

there listening.

Key Clicks is the official newsletter of the Lancaster Amateur Radio Club. Stories are edited for grammatical, liability, and space concerns.
The editor strives to provide the most up-to-date information in the highest quality possible. If there are any questions, comments, or you wish
to be published feel free to contact the editor.
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A bit o’ friendly
competition

There isn’t always an expression to convey exactly what
you mean. We're not exactly leading by example, and
there’s no water for your horse to drink, but, if you want
to have a bit of fun just show up and use the radio.

Note: non-endorsed competition

Phil, KC2TPY, and myself, Adam,
KC2YQF, well, we’ve been playing an
official game of “Talk to as many DX
stations as you can”. We’ve made a few
interesting contacts as we learn the club
station and put the equipment through its
paces.

We may have to reset for June, and there
are no big prizes here to be won, save for
bragging rights, but, you should still
jump in and get a few more under your
belt.

Records are being kept on the logging
station in the radio room. Also, be sure to
QSL your contacts for extra credit.

X

New Amateur Extras
from Test Prep Class

W2SO would like to extend
congratulations to the following
hams, now part of the Amateur Extra
elite.

Each has passed their exam at the end
of May, after completing the Amateur
Extra Test Preparation class, held for
the last several weeks by LARC’s own
John Maxwell, W2JM.

Enjoy your new privileges fellas, just
don’t forget the rest of us penned up

higher in the band !

Karl Hutchinson W2KTH
Jay Thompson KC2NVL
Dave Minchen N2BND
Dene Helwig N5XDM
Lou Borkowski K2EAI
Joe Konieczny W2KON

Scholarship Winner

Bill Freeman, N4N]JJ, was honored by
the ARRL with the Norman E.
Strohmeier, W2VRS, Memorial
Scholarship. He will be using this to
help his studies at Canisius College.

You may recall this photograph from
last issue, but, we feel it continues to
embody the spirit of Bill well enough
to go around again.

The identity of the photo taker
remains unknown.

EmComm East

It's coming ! September 25, 2011 at
St. John Fisher College, in Rochester,
will see the latest EmComm Amateur
Radio and Emergency
Communications conference:

“EmComm East is an all-day
conference, featuring presentations on
disaster response, communications
technologies, parking lot and vehicle
displays, and much more.”

Visit http://emcommeast.org/ for info
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MAY BASH 2011

To quote Tony Shalhoub in
Galaxy Quest, “ That was a heck
of a thinga

May only makes it around once
a year, and this year& ®lay
Bashthas come and gone. Youdl
have to live it through the
photos on the right, but, next
year you can come on out and
have some fun.

May Bash is both a bit of fun,
and a work party. This year we
spent a bit of time cleaning up
the club house and the antenna
system. We installed a triband
10-15-20 HF beam with rotator
on roof, and got it in working
order. The rest of the coaxial
was cleaned up.

Sure, there were some minor
casualties, like the MF] &ersa
Tunerdbut, the stations are
operating better than they have
in a long time.

Some of us camped out, but, all
of us ate some food. We had the
grill out, enjoying some hotdogs
and hamburgers, and a couple
of pops to cool down after the
day outside.

Inside we spent some time
working HF to make some
contacts. We watched a little
TV, and we had a good time.

So, think about next year, and
what youdl like to bring
(blankets) and what youd like
to do (eat hamburgers while
running the radio), and wedl
see you then!
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Size Matters

When you@re having fun

One of the things which makes us ‘hams’
is our ingenuity, and drive to try and
learn or experience something new.
LARC members are no exception to the

rule when it comes to hams and antennae.

Jim, AC2EA, had been discussing the
construction of (what sounded like) an
antenna of unimaginable proportions.
Rumors went around about reels of wire,
site diagrams, and distances in the
hundreds of feet.

One day, it finally happened. The
following it Jim’s story:

On a warm spring afternoon on
07 May 2011, N2BND, KC2YQF,

Nullam arcu leo, facilisis ut

KC2TPY, KC2FKW, AC2EA and AC2EA
Jr. met at the W2SO club to put up a "V"
antenna. (By this, | mean a planar V,
parallel to the ground and not an

inverted "V".) The weather was fabulous!

AC2EA came up with the idea while
reading "Practical Wire Antennas",

1st ed., published by the Radio Society of
Great Britain. The antenna

just seemed intriguing, so AC2EA started
procuring supplies in February.

Supplies for this experiment were:

- 1 bag of fiberglass camo net poles
- 1,000 feet of two conductor 16AWG
speaker wire

- 1 roll of duct tape

- 90' of 450 ohm ladder line
- 16 plant stakes

- Several hundred feet

of rope for guying the poles
- IC-706

- Dentron tuner

The V antenna is basically two end-fed
dipoles arranged in a V. Another
description is 1/2 of a rhombic antenna,
without resistor terminations on

the end points. The gain of the antenna
AND the included angle in the

"V" is determined by the number of
wavelengths of wire in each side of

the "V". The antenna is supposed to
produce two lobes along the main ---




--- axis of the antenna, which is the
bisection of the angle of the V.

We decided to use 250 feet of wire on
each side of the V. This would

fit in the field across from the club house.
The original design point

was 40m. The corresponding angle of
the V was approximately 50

degrees. A point for the vertex was
chosen on the west end of the

field. The main axis was 277 degrees
true. A tree was selected on the

south end of the field and a lensatic
compass was used to set the location

of the pole to support the other end of the
V near the club house.

On 40m, we had QSOs with Hamburg,
NY; Lancaster, NY and Hartford, CT.
During the course of the QSOs, KC2YQF
noted that the entire antenna was
ungrounded and suggested grounding it.
Once the ground was added we

had 2 s units of improvement to Hartford
CT.

We then decided to try optimizing the
antenna V angle for 20 meters to

try some dx work. The angle for the
antenna was 35 degrees. This was

set by using a lensatic compass and
leaving the south wire attached to

the tree it was originally in. As luck would
have it, there was a tree at

35 degrees we were able to utilize in lieu
of setting up a pole.

We had the antenna grounded. The main
axis of the V was 074 degrees true.

On 14.247 SSB we had a QSO with
N4PN. On 23.283 we had a 5 x 9 report
from SP9LJID in Denmark.

This antenna was a very high impedance
antenna that was difficult to tune.

The original plan was to utilize the
author's MFJ-949E which has an integral
4:1 voltage balun. This proved
unsuccessful. We utilized a Dentron
tuner

with good results and were able to
achieve near 1:1 SWR on the frequencies
tried.

This was a very successful experiment,
and everyone had a very good time
that participated. The author is looking
forward to the next one which will most
likely be an NVIS antenna that will be
much smaller.

Jim Dykes
73 de AC2EA
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Mast Mania

If you've seen the latest QST, you've
undoubtedly seen the latest quick-up
mast assembly ideas.

If you've been near the club or a
hamfest in the last few years, you've
probably seen a few of these in
person.

In the last few weeks, and with Field
Day coming up, the topic of masts,
mounts, and portable antennae is hot
on the list.

Do you have some sort of crazy
antenna goober? Maybe you've
flushed a sinker with some insulated
wire down the toilet. Could be you
taped the other end to your dog and
had a true ‘random wire” system.

Tell us your antenna stories, or, better
yet, bring them out to the club on an
open house, or for Field Day.

Field day not going to work, but, you
want to get out of the house? Talk to
us, we're cool! We've got some space,
and there could be someone willing
to come out and operate.

Under Construction

We’ve been busy at the club lately,
and if you haven’t seen what we’ve
been up to, come on by.

Thanks to the donations of materials
and labour of our club members,
progress has been made on the new
storage centre, meaning we ‘re getting
closer to setting up the break room.

The radio room itself has undergone
some cleanup and improvements,
continuing the legacy of the W250
club house as being the top-notch
Amateur club station in the area.
When called on, we will be prepared
with the best operating station
possible.

May Bash saw us cleaning up the
antenna system, and you've gotta try
it out. Performance has been better
than ever on the vertical radiator, and
the 160m long wire has been restored
to its full length. Stop in and make a
few contacts!

Thanks again to all who've pitched in
to help with the clubhouse, your time,
efforts, and donations are greatly
appreciated.

JOIN US ON

facebook.

CLICK HERE

Internet!

If you're reading this newsletter on-
line then you're halfway there.

The Internet is good for a lot more
than you may think it is, and W250
is out there waiting for you online.

Like to chat with your friends? So do
we! Come be our friend online, on
Facebook! Visit www.facebook.com
and sign up. You don’t have to
upload your baby pictures - just a
name will do. Search “W250” and
‘like” us to stay up to date and link up
online with your fellow members and
friends.

Perhaps you're an amateur
photographer? W2SO needs you too!
Visit http:/ /www flickr.com/ and
share your ham radio and club
photos. ‘Tag’ them “W250” and we
can find them with a search.

The mailing list is still the most
popular way of hearing up-to-the-
minute club news. If you're not
receiving LARC club e-mail, let us
know and we’ll set you right up.

Lastly, don’t forget the IRLP node
4908. A novelty at first, but don’t
forget about it. When the bands are
dead it’s an excellent way to still talk
around the globe.

Key Clicks
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efrigerator Fage

June 6th - 7:30 PM Net on LARC Repeaters

June 7th - 7 PM GM Meeting - Auction and Field Day
June 9th - Open House
June 11th - Work Party at 3 PM - Clubhouse
June 12th - Work Party at 3 PM - Clubhouse
June 11th - June 13t - June VHF QSO Party - Clubhouse
June 13t - 7:30 PM Net on LARC Repeaters
June 16 - Open House
June 20th - 7:30 PM Net on LARC Repeateres
June 23rd - Open House

June 25t - June 26t - Field Day - Clubhouse

June 27th - 7:30 PM Net on LARC Repeaters

June 30th - Open House/Board Meeting

Editor’s Remark

So, it’s a bit into June and the newsletter is just arriving. Everyone’s
been busy with the rapidly approaching summer season, and for
editors KC2YQF and N4NJ]J , this year is no exception. But, it all
works out rather well in the end, and we picked up a few
announcements and articles along the way.

Besides, since you didn’t have Key Clicks to read, you've been out
working on your station, making contacts, or coming up with some
new plans to share with us for an upcoming issue - right ?

Field Day is rapidly approaching, and, if you don’t make it to
LARC’s event, try and take a moment to do something ‘Ham’ that
day, and let us know. We want to see just what sort of trouble you
can get into.

As always, we are looking for articles and pictures. Neither Adam
nor Bill can be at every single club event. If you are there, whip out
your cell phone and take a picture. Your help is greatly
appreciated... and needed!

- 73'sKC2YQF

General Reminders...

The Lancaster Amateur Radio Club meets the
first Tuesday of every month at 7 PM in the Lancaster
Office of Emergency Management located at 321
Columbia Drive in Depew, New York. Meetings are
open to all members and those interested in joining.

Our clubhouse is open every Thursday evening
beginning at 7 PM. We invite you to stop by. If you
enjoy amateur radio, and all it has to offer as much as
we do, then we are the club for you.

We sponsor a net every Monday evening at
7:30 PM. The net is run by Kevin, K9KVN; Dave,
N2BND; Bill, N4NJJ, when he’s around, or another
member and is one of the most attended nets in the area.
Check-in for weekly topics, question and answer
sessions, and emergency preparedness.

John Maxwell, W2JM, is the exam coordinator for the
club. Test sessions are held the last Tuesday of odd
numbered months except July. The cost is $15. Contact

John at w2jm@arrl.net.

SEND YOUR STORIES TO:
Bill Freeman, N4NJ]J, at n4njj@yahoo.com or Adam
Pawlowski at ajp26@buffalo.edu.
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S
yWestern New Yor

X

Sunday
1900 Erie County ARES/RACES

2000 Lockport Amateur Radio Association
2030 Lockport Amateur Radio Association Swapnet
2130 Western District Traffic Net
Monday
1830 Niagara Peninsula Amateur Radio Club
1900 Radio Association of WNY
1930 Lancaster Amateur Radio Club
2130 Western District Traffic Net
Tuesday
1830 Niagara Peninsula Amateur Radio Club
1930 Genesee Radio Amateurs
2130 Western District Traffic Net
Wednesday
1830 Niagara Peninsula Amateur Radio Club
2000 BARRA Tech Net
2130 Western District Traffic Net
Thursday
1830 Niagara Peninsula Amateur Radio Club
2000 Amateur Radio Association of the Tonawanda’s
2130 Western District Traffic Net
Friday
1830 Niagara Peninsula Amateur Radio Club
2130 Western District Traffic Net

Saturday
2130 Western District Traffic Net
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From the Board...

Anyone wishing to donate used computer
equipment to the Lancaster Amateur
Radio Club must

notify Jay Thompson, KC2NVL, before
bringing it to the clubhouse. Jay will
determine if we have a need for the
items. The reason for this decision is:
We've had to clean out the club house
several times lately of old computer
equipment. If it's of no use to you, then
chances are

that it will be of no use to the club as
well. We do not have the room or

the need to store old computer items. The
only exception will be Laptops, as they
are always of use, if working.

Thank You for your understanding.

Board of Directors

May’s GM Meeting

The General Membership Meeting for
May was held at the Lancaster OEM
Building on Tuesday, April 3rd, at 7 PM.
The program was Skywarn training,
presented by the Buffalo NWS .

Following this presentation, was an
auction of items donated to the club, as
published in a prior issue of KeyClicks, to
club members.

In the last issue of Key Clicks we published a
picture of this thing, and asked for your
guess as to what it was.

Unfortunately, we still do not know.

10
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The W250 Repeater System...

The Lancaster Amateur Radio Club maintains WIDE-COVERAGE repeaters on
multiple bands for the local, INTERNATIONAL ham community to use and enjoy.

Steve Piotrowski,
KC2QzZF
Chris Drzewiecki,
AC2AM
Wally Carriero, N2LY]J
Ron Gilson,
WA2WWK
Gerald Godrey, N2QLS

52.15/53.17 - 107.2 CTCSS

One of the few six meter
repeaters in the area. It
operates as a standalone
repeater and enjoys lots of
activity during band
openings.

2 Meters

147.255 + - 107.2 CTCSS

The flagship of the repeater
system, the two-meter
repeater provides excellent
coverage throughout all the
counties of Western New
York and Southern Ontario.

The repeater has two voters:

Chestnut Ridge and UB
Ambherst’s Furnas Hall.

1.25 Meters

224.640 - 107.2 CTCSS

The 220 repeater is another
unique offering of the
Lancaster Amateur Radio
Club. The repeater is linked in
with the two-meter and 440
repeaters.

70 Centimeters

443.850 + - 107.2 CTCSS

The 440 repeater is linked in

with the two-meter and 220

repeaters. It provides good
coverage of Erie County.

At this time the six meter repeater is not linked. Users are advised to turn off CTCSS and only use tone encode, as the repeater is
not transmitting a tone back. Users are also welcomed to listen live to the repeater via an audio stream that can be found on
Radio Reference, using your favourite listening application, or by visiting the link our club& web site.

Key Clicks - April 2011
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Oftticers, Board Members, Ex-Ofticio

The Lancaster Amateur Radio Club has many volunteers and is always looking for
more... help your club out today!!

Officers
Joe Gearhart, WV2NY - President
Steve Piotrowski, KC2QZF- Vice President
Luke Calianno, N2GDU - Secretary
Chuck Curtin, W2EM - Treasurer
Board of Directors
Kevin Retzer, K9KVN
Chuck Lawson, KC2BLH
Jay Thompson, KC2NVL
Karl Hutchinson, W2KTH
Bob Delameter, AA2ZW
Ex-Officio
Adam Pawlowski, KC2YQF - Key Clicks Editor
Bill Freeman, N4NJJ - Key Clicks Editor and Public Relations
Kevin Retzer, K9KVN - Monday Night Net Director
Don Czapla, KC2IUO - Membership Chairman
Luke Calianno, N2GDU - Budget and Internet
Jim Glor, NSGXR - Turn Key
Joe Gearhart, WV2NY - Trustee

LARC CLUBHOUSE ADDRESS

DUES INFORMATION - YEARLY
Lancaster Amateur Radio Club, Inc. INTERNET ADDRESS $30 Regular Membership
Lz;r;csals:’ter TOWT I(Qienctier http://larc.hamgate.net Includes all family members.
avement =oa Email reflector: larc@Iarclist.namgate.net Dues run from Jan. to Dec.
Lancaster, NY 14086 IRLP: 4908
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